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By the late 1830s, abolitionists had successfully roused widespread public opposition to 
slavery in the North. Southern slaveholders, such as South Carolinian John Grayson 
(1788–1863), responded by articulating their arguments justifying slavery in a more 
forceful and public way. 
 
READING FOCUS: 
What are some of the author’s assumptions about Africans and about peasants? How 
might a historian respond to these assumptions? 
 
 
The question of Negro slavery in the United States has been discussed for many 
years.…In a broad view of the transfer of the African to America, it may be regarded 
not merely as an act of commercial enterprise or avarice, but as an emigration of the 
blacks to a new country. It was an emigration hardly more forced than that of the 
starving Irish peasantry and not attended perhaps with greater suffering. The Negro 
was brought to a country where he could be trained to those habits of industry which 
alone constitute the foundation of civilization and make it possible for a people to 
improve. The advancement of the black in all relations, civil, social or religious, must 
come from the white race. The Negro has never been able to originate a civilization. 
The white man cannot live in the Negro’s country. The Negro must therefore be 
brought to the home of the white. This has been accomplished by slavery only. The 
benefits bestowed on the Negro are obvious. The slaves of North America are the 
most civilized of the African race. In Africa there is no black tribe comparable to the 
four millions of slaves in the American States. They have reached this point of 
improvement under the master’s care. No matter what the motive, such is the fact. Nor 
has the motive been merely selfish. Instead of the libels lavished on the masters of 
North America, the eulogies of the Christian world are due to them as the only 
practical friends of the Negro race. In the various aspects to the Negro’s life, in his 
church, his cabin, his field, his amusements and occupations, there is room for poetic 
description. If the peasant’s life anywhere admits this, why not the slave’s? Strip the 
subject of cant and the Negro slave is the peasant of the Southern States, as 
comfortable, as joyous, as picturesque as any other.  
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